Cancer Battles and the Sleep of Reason policy and science need not be related.
Cancer Battles and the Sleep of Reason is an inquiry into the role of scientific experts in environmental health policy-making. The article first establishes two propositions: that there is no necessary relationship between science and environmental health policy; and that risk assessment is not the only science of environmental health. It then asks the question: why should policy-makers consult the scientific experts? If experts are to be consulted, there will have to be some way of grading experts as to the quality of their advice and their usefulness to policy-makers. A mode of grading experts is provided in Environmental Cancer--A Political Disease? by S. Robert Lichter and Stanley Rothman. But the arguments in this book are shown to be worthless; the book fails to address the underlying issue of why the experts should be consulted at all. The article concludes that experts are to be consulted whenever policy-makers consider their advice to be essential or useful. There is nothing in the scientific disciplines that entrenches them in the policymaking process; the opinions of scientific experts have no special place in environmental health policy.